The Osher Map Library and Smith Center for Cartographic Education (OML) is one of the newest rare map collections established in the United States. Housed on the Portland campus of the University of Southern Maine (USM) since 1994, the collection consists of rare maps, atlases, globes, geographies, and explorer's accounts ranging from 1475 to 1900. The scope and variety of OML's collections is readily seen from the library's website, www.usm.maine.edu/ maps, which provides digital versions of past exhibitions.
During their first twelve years, the OML staff has developed a broad range of services for several distinct constituencies. Their success has brought the OML to the verge of a dramatic, physical expansion that is planned for 2008.
Academic Support
OML is first and foremost a part of a comprehensive metropolitan public university, and its staff seeks to address the instructional needs of its faculty and students through direct curriculum support. Professor Matthew Edney, who joined USM as OML's Faculty Scholar in 1995, has successfully promoted the use of OML's maps as primary source materials in his own courses and in special classes for courses in several departments including history, geography, philosophy and political science. Graphic arts students from the Maine College of Art visit annually to study examples of early printmaking technologies.
Conference Organization
OML has broadened its academic reach by organizing and hosting scholarly conferences. 
General Public Support
Situated in Portland, Maine's largest city, OML also provides a variety of services to area residents. OML's guest lectures and exhibitions are free and open to the public. For the cost of shipping, traveling facsimile map exhibitions are offered on extended loan to libraries, schools and historical societies throughout Maine. OML's exhibition catalogs and other publications are sold at modest cost recovery rates to the widest possible readership. The library staff routinely conducts guided group tours and prepares special events tailored to reflect the interests of organizations such as antiquarian booksellers, professional calligraphers, and alumni associations.
K-12 Support
OML has also received recognition for its innovative educational outreach to elementary and high school students. The lesson plans OML created to accompany the Neptune's Realm exhibition on nautical charts were selected as one of the best educational resources by StudySphere, a web site that evaluates and recommends educational resources for students, teachers, and parents. Through its teaching kits, in-service workshops, and school group tours, OML attempts to share its resources in a variety of formats for the K-12 community throughout Maine and northern New England.
Expansion
A dozen years after opening its doors, OML has outgrown its space on the first floor of the Glickman Family Library. This is in large part due to the generosity of several map collectors, whose gifts have joined those donated in the late 1980s by the Smith and Osher families. These donors include Peter Enggass (historic maps of Iberia), Doug Yorke Jr. (U.S. road maps from the early twentieth-century), and Tony Naden (cartographic ephemera and road atlases). 
